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PREFACE 


To the Worſhipfal 
| * 
The Mayor and CoRPORAT ION 


Of DEAL. 


Gentlemen, 


Tit in compliance with your earneſt Intreaty 

that 1 now commit to the Preſs what was ne- 
ver intended for the Peruſal of the Publick, being 
penn'd amidſt a great number of Avocations, in- 
terrupted by Hindrances of ſeveral Kinds, purti- 
culariy by 4 domeftick Afliction, and that too ag- 
gravated by the Interrogatories of one, who, if at 
er CSE 
to trouble me with his Letters. 
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A 2 A Sermon 
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ee e interagted 
and laid afide, and after fuch unwelcome Intervals 
reſumed, I might well be unwilling to offer to pub- 
lick View, did not your Importuntty, and the N 


fons you'grve prevail with me. 1 


You, the whole Body of you, had been umworthi- 
ly treated and abuſed in an ® Anonymous Letter. — 
Mo, or what, the Author is, I havg no concern. 


But with bis Abuſe of Scripture, with bis oppoſing 
the Divinity of our Saviour, with his urging @ 


feu Texts of Scripture, which to his Thinking . 


ſeem d to claſh with it, and thus endeavouring to 


{ undermine your Faith, with this I have to do, in 


this T am warmly concern'd, and ſhall, as long as 
T have Life and Breath left in me, 8 


hs eee e 3 


One of thoſe Texts of ab which be dwok 


nf upon, I endeavour'd in this Sermon of mine to 
reſcue from bis perverſe Interpretation. ¶ it was 


10 your Satigfaction, if it gave you in ſhort a rea- 
ſonable account of it, and ſuch as is made plain to 


End 1 ſhall ever aim at in preaching fo you. But, 
z A Letter to the Mayor and Corporation of Deal in * 


| SOS (plies WIN IONS: * 
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as you judge it proper, and neceſſary, it ſhould be 
printed, that the Antidote may ſpread, and be as 
common and d:ffuſroe, as the Poiſon was, I acqui- 
oe, eee, e 


| * are my Witneſſes how little l of 
handling the Pen of Controverſy. My Way from 
my Youth up moſt of you well know, and that, when 
I came firft among youu, my Diſcourſes were alto- 
gether Practical, and my whole Aim and Applica- 
tion was to admoniſh and exhort you to tive as be- 
comes the Goſpel of Chriſt, that whatſoever 
things are true, whatſoever things are honeſt, 
whatſoever things are juſt, — pure, — lovely or 


of good Report, if there be any Virtue, if there 


be any Praiſe, ye might think on theſe things. 
And as ye received of us, how ought ye to walk 
and to pleaſe God, ſo that ye might abound 


more and more in all Holy Converfation and 
Godlineſs, and that all things might be done to 


Edifying, eſpectally in the Publick Service of Al. 
mighty God, I ſet forth the. Excellency of our Li- 


turgy to that purpoſe ; I ent through the whole = 

Book of Palms, explaining, as I went along, the 

objolete Words, and obſcure Paſſages in the Old 

Verfion. And after a few Catechetical Lectures 

' by way of Introduction, I laid drum a Plan to my- 

elf of explaining the Creed, the Lord's Prayer, 
l | - and 
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i PREFACE: 

and the Ten Commandments, thinking to com- 
 prehend in this Scheme whatever was neceſſary for 
4 Chriſtian to know and prattiſe. My Diſcourſes 
on the Lord's Prayer and Ten Commandments 
were fo well received and approved of among you, 
that I have more than once repeated and inculcated 
them to you. As to an Expoſition on the Creed I 
laid my Intent afide, thinking there was no need to 
teach you again which be the Firſt Principles of 
the Oracles of God. So that, except in one ſhort 


Catechetical Lefture, and one Diſcourſe on the 


. Creeds in General, I have not profeſſedly dwelt up- 
on and explained the Prime Articles of our Chri- 


tian Faith, wnleſs oceafionally, as the Three Great * 


 Fytivals called upon me to do. 
; „6 


been ſowing Tares, fince the Arian Hereſy hath 


been long covertly introduced, and now openty vent - 
ed among you, fince there are grievous Wolves en- 


ter'd in, not ſparing the Flock, "whoſe Word 


every one, as is my Duty, of fuch erroneous and © 
ftrange Dottrine, and adnumiſb and exhort you to 


contend earneſtly for the Faith which was once 2 


nne 
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To this End and Purpoſe I have already given 
you the poſitive Proofs of our Lord's Divinity, and 
have begun and ſhall go on to prove it from the 
Divine Attributes and Operations aſcribed #0 him, 
from bis creating, his redeeming us, his jattsfying 
for our Sins; I have begun and ſhall go on to ſhew 
that the Word which was made Fleſh the ſame 
was in the Beginning with God; that he was, 
as our Church ſpeaks ( Artic. 24) the very Eter- | 
nal God, that if, wwe compare Scripture with Scrip- 
ture, and the Writings of the Prophets with thoſe 
of the Apoſtles and Evangeliſts, we ſhall clearly 

ſee that the Union of the Human Nature with the 
Divine was ſuch, that the Properties and Aﬀec- 
tions of the one are often interwoven with the other 
ſo as in common Speech to be ſpoken, as pf one Per- 
ſon. Even the Sufferings and Wounds and Bruiſes 
of the Manhood are transferr'd to the Godhead. 
He that was pierced on the Croſs was Jehovah ; 
He that was crucified was the Lord of Glory; 
He that bought us was the moſt High Lord, He 

that purchaſed his Church was God, and the 

Price be paid for it was his own Blood, as St. 
Paul tells us, Acts 20, 28. and according to the 
Jame Apoſtle, that of the Jews as concerning the 


Fleſh Chriſt came, who is over all God Bleſſed 
for ever. 


Bre- 


Brllres my hearty Defire and Prayer to God 
— you is that ye may be ſaved in Chriſt Jeſus, 
þ | 80 and that as ye have Believed in the Name of the 
dbhnlvy begotten Son of God, ye would keep the Faith 
| of Chriſt whole and undefiled. And may we all live 
and die in his True Faith and Fear, holding fat 
- © this Oy Pak, God manifeſt in the 
_ Fleſh, 


To whom with the Father and the Holy Ghoſt 
{that Unity in Trinity and that Trinity in Unity, 
which is to be worſhipped) be Glory, as in. all 

Churches of the Saints both now and evermore. | 


T am 
Nur Faithful Minifter . 
41 | : 
N 8 ; a * «k T 
: ; N 4 . 
and Servant in the Lord 2 
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MARK Xii. 23. 


Bas of thas day, aud that der,  bnow- 


eth no man, no not the Angels which 


are in heaven, neither the Son, but the 
Father. 


HE Text I have choſen to diſcourſe, 
upon having been much miſtaken: by 
the Ignorance of ſome, and much 
. perverted by the Artifice and Wicked- 
neſs of others, I ſhall endeavour to clear up, and 
ſet you right in your Apprehenſions of it; that it 
may not become the Occaſion of Uneaſineſs and 
Perplexity of Thought to any who call them- 
ſelves Chriſtians, when they hear it urged, and 
perverted, thro' the cunning Craftineſs of thoſe who 
lie in wait to deceive a. 

They who diſbelieve all Revelation, and they 


= who deny the Divinity of our Saviour, have, 


tho' with different Views, equally made uſe of, 
jun catch'd at this Text, as much for * pur- 


2 285 
3 poſe; 


| 


110 

poſe; the Unbeliever, becauſe he delights to find 
any thing that looks like a Contradiction in the 
Scripture; the Oppoſers of our Lord's Divinity, 
becauſe it ſeems to bear hard upon, the Omni- 
ſcience of our Saviour. 

For the Words are the Words of our Savicur 
himſelf, and hereby he very clearly ſignifies, that 


he was intirely ignorant of the Time of his com- 


ing and that — Of that Day and Hour no one but 
the Father knew. And yet in other places of 
the New Teſtament, it is as clearly aſſerted that 
he knew all things, that in him were hid all the 


+. Treaſures of Wiſdom and Knowledge, that he not 
only ſearcheth the Reins and the Heart of Man, but 


was privy to the Counſels of God, and intimately 
acquainted with all things that the Father knew, 
| What a palpable Contradiftion! cries the Dei: 
What a Proof that our Saviour's Knowledge was 
limited and finite! cries the Arian. | 

But, I hope, when the Words are ſufficiently 
explain'd and the Senſe of them made out, nei- 
ther of theſe Infidels will have any reaſon to 
triumph. The Omnniſcience we aſcribe to Chrift 
ſtands ſafe, and the Fullneſs of his Glorious God- 
head ſhines forth notwithſtanding any thing that 


| is ſaid in my Text. 


a Joh. 21. 17. Col. 2. 3. Rex. 3. 23. Joh. 1. 18. . 


—16. 15. 
For 


1 
For in my Text he ſpeaks of himſelf in his 
2 human Capacity and hath no manner of Refe- 
rence to his Divine Nature. From the Know- 
ledge of his Divine Nature nothing can be con- 
ceal'd, from his human Under/tanding there might, 
if it pleaſed not the Divine Nature to communi- 
. Cate and impart it. For the right Faith is that 
we believe and confeſs that our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
the Son of God is God and Man. Now as Man he 
may be ſaid to do what as God he could not do. 
| He who came down from Heaven to deliver 
Man, took upon him our Nature with all its 
Imperfections and Infirmities. He was Born into 
the World, he Improved, he Grew, his Under- 
ſtanding as well as Stature was improveable, and 
received Strength. We know what St. Luke af- 
firms that Jeſus increaſed in Wiſdom, and Stature, 
and in Favour with God and Man b. Now it is e- 
vident Jeſus could not be ſaid to grow in Wiſdom 
if by Virtue of his Union with the Divine Na- 
ture he knew every thing from the firſt. The 
Knowledge of the human Underſtanding was li- 
mited, which was no Impeachment of the Om- 
niſcience of the Divine. For us Men and for our 
Salvation he ſubmitted to all the Infirmities of 
| a Aſvody ih oingropura; ve Th avYewmuran Thy auth g- 

uns Ti. Cyril. Alex. 
b Luke 2. 52. 

: B 2 our 


F an Þ 

our Nature, Sin only excepted; and conſequent- 
ly therefore he paſſed thro' all the Stages of help- 
leſs Infancy and tender Childhood in common 
with other Men. As Man, he by degrees arri- 
ved at Knowledge, his Capacity received Improve- 
ment with his Years. He was twelve years old, 
when, as the ſame Evangeliſt tells us, a he wax- 
ed ſtrong in Spirit, and when all that heard him 
were aſtoniſh'd at his Underſtanding and Anſwers. 
We know too from the ſame Scriptures that he 
Grieved, he Wept, he Suffer d, he Bled, he Died. 
Now how could all theſe things be, if the Hu- 
man Nature was ſwallowed up in the Divine, and 
we confound what is ſaid of the one, as if in- 
tended; of the other? He was the Son of Man 
as well as the Son of God, and in him, who was 
one Chriſt, b each Nature, tho united, was intire 
and diſtinct. We muſt aſcribe therefore to the 
| Manhood thoſe things ſaid of him in Scripture, 

which are incompatible with the Godhead. The 
Godhead, we know, could not grieve nor ſuffer 
neither could it be ignorant of any thing. But 
theſe Imperfections and Infirmities are true, 

a Luke 2. 42. 


40. 47. 


b Salva proprietate utriuſque Naturæ ſuſcepta eſt a Mucke 
Humilitas, a virtute infirmitas, ab æternitate mortalitas. 


Leo. Magn. ad Flav. Ep. 

neu ider 4100%00185 dg dt νννοννE.- 
Achanaſ. Orat. c. Ar. 4. p. 487. Pariſ. Ed. 
- when 


[ 13 ] 


when ſpoken of the Man Jeſus. For, tho his 
Humanity was always SanCtified, and Dignified, 
with the conjunction of the Divine Nature, yet 
the Divinity did not always manifeſt, and exert 
itſelf with equal Fulneſs, but only in Proportion 
to the Exigencies of his Miniſtry. And becauſe 
it was no part of his Miniſtry to inform Man- 
kind of the preciſe Time of the laſt Judgment, 
therefore he declares that this Day was known 
only to the Father, and not communicated to him 
as the Meſiab. What is here ſaid of the Son re- 
lates to the Son of Man only; which is very plain, 
if we look back to the verſes before, for there 
v. 26, he ſays, Then ſhall they ſee the Son of Man 
coming in the Clouds with great Power and Glory : 
and here v. 32, he ſays, But of that Day and Hour 
knoweth no Man, no not the Angels which are in 
Heaven, neither the Son, (i. e. neither the Son of 
Man) but the Father. 

And the very next verſe but one after the 
Text ſhews it to be intended in this ſenſe; for 
v. 34 it is faid expreſſly of the fame Perſon in a 
continued Diſcourſe, The Son of Man is as a Man 
taking a far Journey — Does he not here there- 
fore plainly ſpeak of his Human Nature? in 
which Capacity tho he never wanted the Affiſt- 
ance of the Divine Power to enable him to do 
whatever he ſaw fit, yet it was not fit, that ei- 

ther 


| [ 14 ] 
ther he ſhould know, or communicate that 
Knowledge to Mankind, (which was no part of 
his Office to perform) the exact Time, Day, and 
Hour, of the laſt Judgment. As he had aſſumed 
a Body of human Subſtance, and was in that Bo- 
dy to finiſh the Work that was given him to do, 
he might diſclaim any thing out of the reach of 
human Knowledge, and yet not in the leaſt de- 
rogate from the Omniſcience of the Divine. As 
God he perfectly knew, what as Man, as the 
Meſſiab, as the Meſſenger of God, he did not 
know, nor had any Commiſſion to impart. 
I 0o0o confirm ſtill further the Expoſition we 
have given, it may be of uſe to us to obſerve 
that while our Saviour converſed here upon 
Earth, he did not ordinarily ſpeak to his Diſci- 
ples, nor thought proper to a manifeſt to them 
the Glories of the Divine Nature hid under that 
Veil of Fleſh; nor did the Divine Nature, tho 
ſo cloſely united to the Human, at all b Times, 
and upon all Occaſions, communicate its Influ- 
ence. to the Manhood, or fully impart to it its 


a His Transfiguration which was the moſt glorions manifeſta- 
tion of himſelf, he commands his three Diſciples to tell no Man 
of till after he was-riſen. Matt. 17. 9. | 

b Quippe Divinam Sapientiam menti humanz Chriſti affectus 
ſaos impreſſiſſe pro temporum ratione &c. 

Bull. Def. Fid, Nic. Sed. 2 Ki). . 


Poe 


1 


powerful Virtue and Efficacy, but at certain Sea- 
ſons, and upon particular Occaſions. It is plain 
the Manhood was left to act by itſelf, a when he 
was: tempted of the Devil, when in his Agony 
in the Garden, when he was crucified, when he 
ſuffer d, when he died. In all theſe Inſtances 
the Divine Nature withdrew its Intercourſe, ſuſ- 
pended its Almighty Power, did not ſupply, or 
communicate its Strength. And if in thoſe caſes 

the Influence of the Deity was withheld, why 
not in that of Knowledge ? at leaſt, in that par- 
ticular A& of Knowledge, reſerved only for In- 
finity itſelf? Our Saviour, while on Earth, was 
the Meſſenger of his Fathers Will, he was anoint- 
ed with the Holy Ghoſt and with Power, b to give 
knowledge of Salvation to his People, thro' the ten- 
der Mercy of God: e As he tells the Jews, he ſpale 
nothing of himſelf, but the Father which ſent him, 
he gave him Commandment what he ſhould ſay and 
what be ſhould ſpeak. d It was no Part of his 
Mifnon to declare to his Diſciples, nor was it 


a — no. xb. u rd Aog9v Oy TS wagglido auen 2 
rung xa danIynoxery &c. 
Irenzus L. 3. c. 21. p. 250. cura Grabe. 
Narig 78 1» d D 4% T0079, &TW N 1 EY. ibid. 
Fon, Vide & Euſeb. Dem. Bvang. L. 4. c. 1123. 
b Adds 10. 38. 
c Luke 1.77. — 78. 
d Joh. 12. 49. 


neceſſary 


[ 16 
neceſſary or convenient to them to know the Times 
or the Seaſons which the Father hath put in bis 
own Power. a In the Verſes before my Text he 
'had open'd to them many future things, but the 
preciſe time of his ſecond Coming, the Day and 


Hour of his laſt Judgment, he was not to ac- 


quaint them with. It was a Secret that belong- 


ed only unto God, and he, tho a Teacher ſent 


from God, was not to declare it to them, nei- 
ther did he know it. b To put an end to all fur- 
ther Enquiry, he plainly tells them he was not 
impower'd to make any ſuch Diſcovery, neither 
was the Knowledge of it imparted to him. This 


was evidently his Meaning, and in this Senſe no 


doubt his Diſciples underſtood him. For tho 
they trufted it was He that ſhould have redtem d 
Mael, they had no clear Apprehenſions of his 
intimate Union with the Divine Nature, till af- 
ter he was riſen. In his whole Diſcourſe to them 
in this Chapter he calls himſelf the Son of Man; 


when he ſaid therefore of that Day and Hour 
knoweth no Man, no not the Angels, neither the 


Son, they muſt neceſſarily underſtand him of the 
Son of Man, ial who in his ba- 


. a Ads 1. 7. , a „ 
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man Capacity was then nn and converſing 
with them. 
| | think by this Time i i 
all, that, when our. Saviour denies his Knowledge 

of. the Day of Judgment, he ſpeaks in relation to 
his human Nature, to that human Nature to which 
a Ignorance and Infirmity. belongs, and not in 
relation to that all-perfe& Nature, whoſe Know- 
ledge. and whoſe Wiſdom. is infinite. At the 
Time of his Incarnation, when he took upon 
him our Fleſh; his Soul was like that of other 
Mens. b The Union of the Divine Nature did 
not impart to the Human, either infinite Know- 
ledge, or any other Attributes peculiar to the 
Godhead, neither indeed was it pofſible it ſhould. 
Where then is the Difficulty of ſaying that he, 
who paſſed thro' Infancy, and Childhood, and 
grew and improved in Knowledge, and, as to 
his human Soul, no leſs than his human Fleſh, 
increaſed in Wiſdom and Stature, ſhould as Man, 


be ignorant of a Thing, which, ne r 
| 3 | 


7 n 0 en s. Athanaſ, Orat. in 
'Ar. 4. — 2 8 © , MATH ·ỹ j SAU, #105 uns ON g nudis, 
Doren % aun iv,. Leontius Byzant. de Sectis. Su 


b Whatſoever is natural to Deity the ſame remaineth in Chriſt 
uncommunicated to his Manhood: and whatſoever is natural to 


| L. 5. 5 * 


Manhood, his Deity thereof is uncapable Ac. Hooker Eodleſ, Pol, 


_ ip But 


—— — — 2 * * 


a mere fanciful Chimera of their on? Or, 
may we ſay, if the Son of Man, whom Angels 


| [28] 

But the Sleight and Artifice of he 

is ſuch, 2s to. form a Kind of Argument and 
* Bhbjeimeveni fron the Orieriend Ranging of 
the Words; they ſpy out a regular Climax and 
Gradation in them, aſcending, and gradually ri- 
ſing from the loweſt Order of intelligent Beings 
to the higheſt — Of that Day and Hour knoweth 


| no Man — then it proceeds a Step higher — 1s ; 
not the Angels which are in Heaven — then, nei- 


ther the Son — who is placed, — above the 
_— and next unto the Father. . 

Nor every common Underſtanding nd. 
that this is a poor Pretence, a very ſlight and 


weak Foundation to reſt a Point of ſuch Weight 


upon. For, what if there were no ſuch Grada- 
tion intended, and it ſhould appear at laſt to be 


which muſt ſilence them at once, what wonder 


miniſter d unto, ſhould be placed above them, 


1 fapericrito thims? 9854 80 


But to wave theſe Anſwers, (which are fully 
ſufficient to the purpoſe) let us hear what the 
great Athanaſius ſaid in reply to this Objection. 
For you are to underſtand, it is no new Cavil 
juſt now ſtarted, which they urge and vehement- 


y preſs upon us, as if it were a Difficulty of their 


own 
1 "} | | 


[ 19 ] 
own making. Noz; it is the very ſame Pretence 
which the Arians made Uſe of fourteen hundred 
Years ago againſt the true Faith, and which the 
een 
ago thus anſwer d b. | 
. tahd-heen che Bow hid 
not know this Thing which at the fame Time was 
not unknown to the Son of God; — Every well in- 
Aructed Chriſtian is provided with a Reply, that 
he only declared be knew it nat as Man, or by the 
Faculties of his human Nature ©. — And tis ob- 
ſervable, ſays he, d He does not ſay, No, not the 
Angels, neither the Son of God, which might ſeem 
to imply Ignorance in the Divinity, e but barely 
neither the Son ; which plainly ſhews that the Son 
here meant is the Son of Man, and that this Inſtance 
1—— pln only, | 

And then he ies ee 
Meaning of the Place, ſays he, after be had con- 
eſs d himſelf jointly ignorant with the Angels, no 


2 Tis a ſtrange Thing that Men ſhould defire to diſtinguiſh 
themſelves by reviving old Hereſies, and that too, without being 
able to produce any new Proofs for them —— Fiddes Serm, on 
Joh. 3.16. 

b Athanaſ. Tom. 1. Orat. c. . Fariſ. ark 

e da Tv ng ts W's iA. 

d P. 495. 

e t 1 [ny eden peine 2 adds. 
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doubt he would have added likewiſe the Holy C; 
and from: bis. not doing: this, two Conclufions natu- 
rally ariſe ; Firſt that the Holy Spirit knew this 
Day and Hour, and conſequently the Son, frum 
whom the Holy Ghoſt proceeds, could not but know 

it; and Secondly that the Son here was the Son of 

Man, and not intended to be ſer forth as the Son 
of God, for if be had, the my Gd nh 
| been mention'd too. 

And now what becomay of bei fine Grada- 


25 tion, the Climax rifing and aſcending Step by 


Step? For to preſerve it in their Senſe, after the 
Angels, the next Aſcent muſt have been to the 
Holy Ghoſt, But, as Athanaſius well obſerves, af- 
ter our Lord had mention'd the Angels as not 
knowing of that Day, he did not add — neitber 
the Holy Ghoft, that it might be reaſonably con- 
cluded, that if the Holy Ghoſt knew the Day, 
molt. certainly alſo the Sen of God muſt know 
it, and that therefore conſequently what is here 
ſaid of the Son relates to the Son of Man only. 
The Holy Spirit is not reckon'd in this Grada- 
tion as ignorant, and if he knew it, the Son, e- 
ven upon Arian Maxims, muſt be believed to 
know it, as well as he. Let i e ee 
Arian if he can, find out a Solution for * 


„ 
2a 1 


| nd et 


oy [ 2] 
RO PII faith a the great Athanafus, b ave not 
* are called, but are truly Chriſtians. Let our 


 Adverſaries mark what I ſay; we are Chriſtians, 
and we make it our Buſineſs, according to our 


Profeſſion and Duty, to inform ourſelves and others 


of the reaſonable and right Meaning of whatever 
Places of Scripture relate to the Perſon of our 
bleſſed Lord. And when we find him aſſerting the 


Divinity and Eternity of his Nature, we do not 
think it becomes us to take up Stones, with the Fews, 
to throw at him e, nor from thoſe lowly Properties 
and general Defecis of human Nature, which are 
aſcribed to him, to raiſe Objections againſt the Truth 
of his Divine 4, nor be offended, if he who becanie 

a P. 480. 

b Athanaſios in the Place cited reproaches the Arians with 


Judaizing, and emphatically Stiles them the Diſciples of Caia- 


phas, becauſe enraged, as he. was, that Chriſt being a Man ſhould 
make himſelf God. And 'tis remarkable that this was a common 
and uſual reproach caſt upon all thoſe who any way oppoſed or 
undermined the true and proper Divinity of our Saviour long be- 
fore Arius had a being ; as we find in the ancient Writers of the 
Chriſtian Church. Thus Tertullian adv. Praxecm. Judaicæ Fidei 
e res, fic unum Deum credere, ut Filium adnumerare ei nolis, © 
& poſt Filium Spiritum. & Novatian. Ignari & imperiti Judæi 
hb. redes fibi Hereticos iftos reddiderunt. & Cyprian Ep. 73, and 
ſtil earlier Ignatius and Juſtin M. The Judaiſm they charged 
ſuch Hereticks with was the Denial of Chriſt's real and proper 
Divinity, and detracting from his eternal Power and Godhead. 

e Joh. 8. 58. 

d — uin p49” did, ox u 10 ois ac des ini 1. 
et enen fle. | 

Man 


[22] 
Man for our Sales ſpeaks AP nnn * 
Condition of a Man. 
* Would ye then; TY Wor ſhippers of Arius, re- 
turn to the Cbriſtian Faith, put away his Rage and 


Bi Blaſpbemy, ſhake off this obſlinate Delufn, 
purge your Ears from the Mire and Filth of this 


Herefy and hearken to the Words of Truth and So- 
berneſs. Cleanſe your Hands ye Sinners and puri- 
fy your Hearts ye double minded. The Light of 
Truth will then ſhine forth into your Minds and 
overcome the Miſts of Ignorance and Error. | 
Aſter this Manner did Arhanafius addreſs him- 
ſelf to the Arians of his Time, powerfully con- 


futing their Arguments, and baffling every Ar- 


tifice and Evaſion, particularly that Difficulty 


-which they ſtarted, and that Gradation (oy Were 


ſo fond of ſpying out in my Text. 

And now, having, as I hope, ſufficiently ex- 
plained it, and given a clear Solution of the Dif- 
ficulty, by ſhewing, that the Tgnorance here ſpo- 
ken of by our Saviour, muſt be aſcribed to him 


as Man, and that his Diſciples could underſtand 


him in no other Senſe, at the Time when he 
ſpake theſe Words, I ſhall barely obſerve two 
Things from hence and fo conclude. Firſt as to 
the eaſie Solution of the Objection, and Second- 
ly as to the Uncertainty and Toni: We are 


TL 


a | 418. I Wa EY 
| in 


rat 


in of the preciſe Time of the Day of: pelt. 
ment. 

Firſt as to the eaſie Solution or the 8 
Difficulty in my Text; methinks it might ſerve 
to ſatisfy any one not only of the Weakneſs of 
the Objection urged, and how wildly and imper- 
tinently our Adverſaries talk, but lead us to con- 
clude that thoſe Texts which they produce out 
of Scripture are as weakly applied, and as little 
to the Purpoſe as this. It is not to be expected 
that common Chriſtians ſhould be expert Diſpu- 
tants in Controverſies of Faith any more than 
that they ſhould be profound Caſuiſts in relation 
to Practice. In Matters of this Kind they may 
not always be able to produce the Scripture on 
which tis founded, or ſhew the Strength and 
Sufficiency of the Support. But every plain Man 
that can read the Goſpel muſt ſee that Chriſt 
came dum from Heaven, that the Word was 
made Fleſh, that in tbe Beginning was this Word, 
and this Word was God b; he muſt hear this Sa- 
wour of the World, this only begotten Son, which 

avas in the Boſom of the Father e, diſtinguiſhing 
Three Perſons in the Godhead, and command- 
ing his Diſciples to Saptive all Nutions, in tbr 


Name 


[24] 
Name of the Father, and of the nn 
Ghoſt*. 
145 every plain Chriſtian therefore keep in 
that Faith in which he was baptized, adhere to 
what our Saviour teaches, and take it as an An- 
chor of the Soul both ſure and ſtedfaſt, without 
being toſs d to and fro, and carried about with 


tbe profane and vain Bablings of the Adverſary. 
We ſee they throw in a Difficulty or two with 
Anu Intent to deceive, but no other than what 


haye been fully conſider d and anſwer'd above a 
thouſand Years ago. We may take it for grant- 
ed that whatever they urge is of the ſame Kind, 
ſome pitiful and ſtale Artifice, detected and con- 
futed over and over, and therefore let us ſtick 
eee Wards, and indeed to the whole 
Tenour and Analogy of Scripture. Which Rule 


and Track of Belief had our Adverſaries follow- 


ed, they could not have wander'd ſo widely 


from the Way of Truth, nor have made their 
God and Saviour, a Stone of fumbling, nd Reck 


of Offence. 


The ſecond Obſeryation I am to ale to you, 


Is, concerning the Uncertainty and Ignorance we | 


we 2 of che; preciſe. Tiene-of tin, Duviof: Fogg 


ment. | MP ee 
It is not for Man to know it; 2 


a Matt. 28. 19. i: 


* 
2 
N A 
95 
1 


* 
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God to reſerve this Knowledge to himſelf. And 
we may aſſuredly gather from thence, that it is 
not neceſſary, it is not expedient we ſhould know 
it. Had it been beſt for us to have known the 
preciſe Time of that great and terrible Day of 
the Lord, no doubt but the ſame Divine Good- 
neſs which gave us the Knowledge of his Will, 
and revealed to us the deep Things of God, would 
have inſtructed us in this likewife. Inſtead of 
that, he hath made it an impenetrable Secret. 
No doubt for our Benefit, ad with a View to 
our good; that the Uncertainty of it may wa- 

ken our Vigilance and Concern, and we may be 
always in a Readineſs, and prepared for it. 
Let us then make that Uſe of this awful Truth 
which is ſo natural and juſt a Concluſion, and 
which our Saviour inſtructs us to do in the very 
Words following my Text. Take ye heed, faith 


he, watch and pray; for ye know not when tht 


A PP E N DI X. 


e 


Blas the Time of your applying to me 
to print this Sermon and my tranſcribing 


it for the Preſs, I conſulted, as they came in my 


Way, ſome of the moſt learned Expoſitors, and 
eminent Divines of our Church, that had either 
profeſſedly, or occaſionally, given their Senſe of 
my Text. And I found them ſo 


conſenting and agrecing in the Interpretation I 


bave given, that I thought it not improper to 


preſent them thus collected together for your 


View, and placed in ſuch an Order, as ſeem'd 
| to me moſt likely to illuſtrate their mutual A- 


gorges and Support of each other. 
Expoſitions of Mark 13, 2. 


But howſoever, T have given you many Preca | 


and certain Foretokens of that great Day et, the 
particular Time and Hour thereof * reſerv'd in 
| the 


N 
K. 


* 
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APPENDIX. 27 
the ſecret Counſel of God the Father, as that the 
Bleſſed Angels of Heaven know it not: no, the very 
Son of Man, as he is Man, bath it not di iehſed to to 
him. 

Bp. Hall's Explication of hard Texts p. 67. 
| But of the Point of Time, when this ſhall be, no 
created Underſtanding knows, no, not Chrift himſelf 
according to his human Nature. Dr. Hammond. 
But of the preciſe Day and Hour — 'tis not 
to any created Being; no not to the Son him- 
felf [as be is the Son of Man; tis no Part of his 
Prophetick Office, no Revelation to be made by him] 
but @ proper and peculiar Object of the Divine 
Ro W. Reading Evang. Hiſt. p. 301. ' 
To, as God, he could not be ignorant of any 
Thing, yet bis buman Underſtanding did not hnow it, 
Aud it is not unreaſonable to ſuppoſe, that the Di- 
vine Wiſdom, which dwelt in our Saviour, did 
communicate itſelf to his human Soul according to 
bis Pleaſure; and ſo his human Nature might at 
ſome Times not know ſome Things. 
Arch-Bp. Tillotſon Serm. Fol. 3. p. 171. 
Our Lord confeſſes himſelf ignorant — he was 
fo in Reſpect to his human Nature, wherein he is 


id to have increaſed in Wiſdom and Stature like 


then Men.  Fiddes Serm. Fol. p. 6. 
It mi be granted, that, as Man, he did not 


Jan. © 0 N and finite 
Under- 


" 4 Whithy makes Uſe of it, and, from what 


Underſtanding ; and not what he knew,. as God. 
He could not be ſuppoſed to know. in this reſpect 
chad: e er ry gy Po any .otherwiſe, tban 
as the Divine Nature and Wiſdom thought fit to 
communicate and impart ſuch Knowledge to him. 
By. Kidder of the Meſſiab Part 2. p. 60. 
is one Thing to underſiand the Son of Gad 
barely and abſtraftedly for . the Second Perſon in 
the Holy Trinity; another to underſtand bim for 
the Meſſiah, or the Second Perſon Incarnate. 
fey that the Second Perſon in the Trinity. knows nat 
ſomething is 5 to jay js of the Meffab 
is not ſo, who nevertbeleſs was the ſame with the 
Second Perſon i in the Trinity. For although the Se- 
cond Perſon abftrattedly confider'd according to bis 
mere Deity, was co-equal with the Father co-ont- 
mipotent, co-omniſcient, co-eternal with him &c. yet 
Meſſiah: who. was God-man, conſider d as Meſſiah, 
wat @ Servant, and a Meſſenger of the Father, and 
received Gommands and Authority from the Father, 
And theſe Expreſſions — The. Son can do nothing of 
' timelf &c. will not in ee n 
Turn &c. Dr. Ligbi foot. 
The whole Paſſage is too ** to weden 


be ſays, draws this Concluſion, that Chrift's Fre. 
knowledge. of Things to. come, of whit , 
ann eee Things 

£ which 


£ 
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which flmwed from the Anointing of the Holy Ghoft, 
and from bis immediate Revelation ; not from the 
ue Union of the two Natures. 
Whitby Annot. 

Ar all he bath been ſaid, the moſt Jmple, 
genuine and fatisfattory Decifion of the words is 
this, Chrift knew not the Day of Judgment as he 
awas Man, tho' as God he did. So that the Refult 
of the wwhole is this, that the Diſtinction of the Tino 
Natures in Chriſt is the beft Solution of the Diffi- 
n,. Edwards Exercit. p. 237. 

\ You ſee here the venerable Names of Men in 
ur Church, eſteem d for their Judgment, diſ- 
tinguiſh'd for their Piety and Learning, moſt of 
them the Glory of their Times in which they 
lived, all of them conſenting in the ſame Inter- 
pretation I have given. I muſt own it is a Com- 
fort to me, and I hope it will prove an ad- 
ditional Satisfaction to you, to find that U- 
niformity of Agreement there is between us, 
and a convincing Proof that the Doctrine I 
have preached is the Doctrine of the Church 
of England. For, I may well apply to our 
Church, a what a juſtly celebrated Writer ſays 
of the Primitive one, I am, and always ſhall: be 
*pahigioufly ſerupulms of interpreting Scripture 
Co" the Stream of Antiquity, en 


W a Bp. Bull. ö 
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4 Caſe which I believe will. never happen. The A. 


* greement, the conſenting Judgment of Primitive 
< Antiquity-ought certainly to outweigh a multitude 
<< of Probabilities and plaufible Reaſonings that 
* may be infinuated to the contrary. — This I ſay, 


J ſhall beg leave to apply to our Church: And 


why? becauſe the Doctrine of our Church is the 


Doctrine of the Primitive one. It is no other⸗ 


than what was taught and believed in from the 
Beginning. It is the Rock upon which our Re- 
form d Church is built, and that Noch is Chrift. 
An Unanimity of Doctrine, in regard to tha 

Point I am defending, in all the Churches, how- 
ever widely diſtant in point of Time or Situation 
from each other, and their Abhorrence and Con- 
demnation of every Hereſy that aroſe in Contra- 
diction 0 it, is a moſt convincing Argument, 


5 tings that are come down to us all of them im- 


ply or expreſily affirm what was their general 
Senſe in this Matter. And the general Tradition 


of the Church, as Arch-Bp. Tillatſon 8 


ls the beſt and ſureſt Confirmation of this great 
Point now in Queſtion bettvten us; and that which 


gives us the greateſt and trug Light for the nb 


22 mee Hg 1 and" Mauning of 
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Ser hure not only in this,” but in moſt other im- 


portant Dodirines of the Chriſtian Religion. 


RY = 


- Tillotſorrs Serm. Vol. 1. p. 530. Fol. Edit. 
This is a Proof indeed that cannot be made 
out to Advantage, or be underſtood in it's full 


Force by you, whoſe ſeveral Occupations and 


Employments muſt neceſſarily render you un- 
{ſkilld in Antiquity, and unknowing of thoſe 
learned Languages, which convey the Senſe of 
it down to us. And yet, I doubt not, after I have 
ſufficiently proved the true and proper Divinity 
of our Saviour from undeniable Teſtimonies of 


+ Holy Writ, but I ſhall be able to make you ſen- 


ſible of the Weight of this Evidence, that it has 


been the Belief of the Catholick Church ſucceſ- 
ſively from Age to Age, even to this Day; and 


that tis an unſurmountable Objection to any 


Thing now alledg d to you out of Scripture, eſ- 
pecially if it be concerning a fundamental Ar- 
ticle of our Faith, ſhould it be found contrary 
to the Senſe of the whole Catholick Church 
from the Beginning. 

This, I fay; the Conformity of our Doctrine 
to that of the Primitive Church I doubt not but 
in due Time to make out plain and clear to you. 


In the meag while you have in your own Tongue 


thoſe Teſtimonies of the Belief of the Chriſtian 
Church in * earlieſt Ages of it, the Three 
| | Creeds, 


they thus :// 


* 


2 * 
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themſe|yev ſo evident and ſtrong, chat our A 
| whole Bent is to deſtroy theix Evidence, * © 
and caſt away theſe Cords from them. But tho 
ly rage - together againſt the Lord 

againſt bis %% He that, fitteth in Hauen 
laugh them fo Seorn, the Lerd ſhall n 


1 * 
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